*    The 'Banishment of Ya^athingyan    *
' "I want it lodged at once/' said he.

* "The Chief Minister has fixed the end of next
month," replied the headman, foolishly, I fear.

c "But I have given you an order," said he.

'What followed was most unfortunate. All the head-
man had to do was to keep silent. Instead, he said that
he did not understand, that the village belonged to the
Chief Minister. I had to interpose. As you may know,
the late King gave me the village as an estate and I
settled the rents on my second son, now Captain of the
Bodyguard. I explained this to His Majesty, but he re-
plied:

* "I do not recognise grants made before my time.
The lands will now revert to the crown." '

As Yazathingyan said this, there was deep anger in
his voice. He went on:

'To think that I gave him the throne less than two
years ago! What does he mean, what is he aiming at by
taking from me my lawful property?'

The explanation was clear enough and both of them
knew what it was, but that day Yazathingyan seemed
to have lost his usual phlegm. He was liverish, of
course.

'I can't stand it/ he went on. 'Where will it end?' She
tried to soothe him:

'As long as you take no notice of his slights, your
position is impregnable. Go on with your work as if
nothing had happened; always present a smiling and
respectful face; bow to annoyances and they will blow
over your head without hurting you!'

'But where will it all stop; may not annoyance be-
come insult, insult menace?'
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